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Breaking News: 

LEVEL BEST BOOKS - HISTORIA 

 
Olney, MD, June 30, 2019 – Level Best Books is pleased to announce that we have 

obtained the publishing rights to two of the books in the Paradise Café series, 

written by the wonderful Maureen Jennings. The first in the series, Heat Wave, will 

be released in the United States under the Level Best Books Historia imprint on 

January 1, 2020. The second in the series, November Rain, will be released in 

November of 2020. 

 

Maureen Jennings was born in the UK and now lives in Toronto. Best known for 

the Detective Murdoch books, which have been adapted into the long-running 

television series, Murdoch Mysteries, she is also the author of the Tom Tyler and 

Christine Morris books. Her books have been translated into other languages 

including Polish, Korean, French, German, Italian, and Czech. Murdoch Mysteries 

has been aired in many countries, including the UK, the US, Poland, Hungary, 

Romania, Czech, Slovakia, Slovenia, Croatia, Serbia, Bulgaria, Greece, Ukraine, 

and the Baltics. 

Jennings was awarded a Certificate of Commendation from Heritage Toronto in 

1998 and the Grant Allen award for on-going contribution to the genre in 2011. 

She has received a total of eight nominations from the Crime Writers of Canada, 

for best novel and best short story of the year.  

Jennings lives in Toronto with her husband, photographer Iden Ford, and her dog, 

Murdoch. 

“I have been a huge fan of Maureen’s since her first Murdoch mystery, Except the 

Dying, was published in 1997. It is a dream come true to be her U.S. publisher 

twenty-two years later.” Verena Rose, Editor & Co-Publisher, Level Best Books 

The U.S. rights to the first two books in the Paradise Café series were acquired 

from Marc Côté at Cormorant Books.  
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Praise for previous novels by Maureen Jennings: 

Vices of My Blood 

“There’s really none better.” — The Ottawa Citizen 

A Journeyman to Grief 

“Maureen Jennings’s trademark … is to reveal a long-forgotten facet about life in the 

city that dispels any notion that it really ever was ‘Toronto the Good.’” — Truro Daily 

News 

“A Journeyman to Grief is Maureen Jennings’s best to date … Jennings’ excellent plot 

takes us into the unknown (to most readers, I think) history of the small black 

community in 19th-century Toronto. How they came there, how they lived, is as 

engrossing as the mystery … of the abducted bride.” — Margaret Cannon, The Globe 

and Mail 

Praise for Maureen Jennings’s Detective Inspector Tom Tyler series 

 "Amazingly vivid and terribly real." — New York Times Book Review 

 "An extraordinary piece of storytelling." —Hamilton Spectator  

"Will appeal to the many readers who remain fascinated by the war that did indeed 

change the world." — Washington Times 

“Master storyteller and screenwriter Jennings … launches a trilogy with this superb 

entry. Readers will be swept away by the saga-like tone and the characters' singular 

problems and traits." — Library Journal (starred review) 

Let Darkness Bury the Dead 

“The good news for Detective Murdoch fans is that he's back after a years-long 
absence. But he returns changed, aged and in a whole new world. It's 1917 
and the Great War is in its fourth year … This is one of the best in this series.” 

— The Globe and Mail 

 


